“Lexas Archaeological < Lour
of Pre-Clovis/Clovis/ PaleoAmerican Sites

From Monday, October 11, 2015 to Saturday, October 24™ Archaeologist, Mike Collins, PhD
(Research Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, Texas State University, San
Marcos and director of Gault School of Archeological Research (GSAR)) lead 13 Sacramento
Archeological Society members on a fabulous tour of paleo-american sites in Texas. The tour
started in Austin, TX and concluded near Houston, TX.

The sites visited included: Gault, Wilson-Leonard, Inner Space Cavern, Spring Lake, Knibbe
Ranch, Richard Beene, Seminole Canyon, Arenosa Overlook, Eagle Nest, Bonfire (viewed from
afar), Big Lake Playa, Scharbauer/Midland, Shifting Sands, Black Water Draw (New Mexico),
Lake Theo, Alibates Flint Quarry, Miami, Plainview, Lubbock Lake, Horn Shelter, Waco
Mammoth National Monument. Unfortunately, McFaddin Beach dropped off the itinerary.
Tropical Storm Patricia interfered.

Additionally, we visited Gault School of Archeological Research Lab, Center for Study of First
Americans, and several official and private museums to view artifacts that came from these sites
and private collections. We thank Mike Collins conducting the tour and the many experts that
spoke with us on their expertise. It was truly step into the PaleoAmerican period of history.
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Black Water Draw Excavation — Clovis site
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After this tour attendees are more familiar with Texas geology, effects of changing climate and
the location of resources as they shaped the lives and communities of Paleo-indians. For
example, ecotones, the areas that border two different geologic regions have been found to have
been the homes of paleo-indian communities and are rich in archaeological artifacts. Gault is one
such site located at the border between the Edwards Plateau and the coastal plain. Chert was
abundant there and the location was a production community. We discovered that the people
who used Clovis styled tools were generalized hunters not just bison hunters and that there are
almost as types of paleo-lithic styles (Clovis, Folsom, Midland, Older than Clovis...) as there are
archeological discovery sites.



