SAS TOUR - “Mogollon Culture: Arizona and New Mexico” led by Jan Johansen and Denise
Ruzicka

In June 2024 Sacramento Archeological Society offered a week-long archaeological tour in
Arizona and New Mexico featuring Mogollon culture. "Mogollon Culture" is a loose term
applied to any of the people who were living in the environs of the Mogollon Rim
(bounded by the Little Colorado River on the north, Verde River on the west, Pecos
River on the East and south into Chihuahua, Mexico) from about 200 CE to the mid-
1400s CE. Several groups inhabited this area as noted by the map. The Mimbres
designates one group that was highlighted on the tour. ccccecce
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The tour beginning on Monday, June 10 and concluding on Saturday, June 15 was attended by
seven SAS members. The following highlights the places visited. The associated photos are
attributed to Jan Johansen. We thank the tour guides: Mike for Casa Malpais; Trinity, Paula and
Martin for Old Town; Marilyn for Mimbres Culture Heritage Site, Elk Ridge, Mitchell, and
Treasure Hill; Dana and Jonah for TG; Marianne for Western New Mexico University Museum
and Peggy for Deming-Luna Museum. Their commentary truly amplified the experience. We
also thank Archaeological Conservancy for access to their sites.

On Monday, June 10, 2024 the SAS Mogollon Culture Tour began. Six SAS members drove from
Phoenix, Arizona to Globe, Arizona and toured Besh Ba Gowah a full-size replica of houses of
the Ancestral Sonoran Desert People. That afternoon they toured Kinishba Ruins near Fort
Apache, Arizona. At the Kinishba Ruins the group saw the remains of a village that predates
today’s Zuni and Hopi Pueblo tribes. People were living in pit houses as early as 800 CE. These
were hardly visible. Around 1325 CE when Kinishba reached its maximum size of about 600
ground-floor rooms (400-800 occupants), the village was made up of four main blocks of rooms.
Thanks to the effort of Dr. Bryon Cummings, Director of the Arizona State Museum and founder
of the University Of Arizona Department of Archaeology the site is designated as a National
Historic Landmark and much of the rooms have been preserved. Next to the site we found the
ruins of a building that was planned to be a museum.
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Besh Ba Gowah Archaeological Park

On Tuesday, June 11, 2024 the group had a guided tour of Casa Malpais, near Springerville,
Arizona. This ancient pueblo from the Mogollon Culture was built and occupied between 1240
and 1350 CE. The tour highlighted a great kiva, solar calendar, pueblo (50-60 rooms) remains
and an ancient staircase that took several participants to the rim of a shield volcano. The site
located on the edge of a volcano that created a lava flow was labeled the “fissure pueblo” by
Frank Hamilton Cushing in 1883.
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In route to Silver City, New Mexico the group visited Mogollon, New Mexico, It seemed like a
ghost town but had some current inhabitants. It was filled with historic buildings of the once
rich mining camp that made millions during its heydays, survived numerous floods and fires but
still hangs on today despite its isolated location. It all began when a soldier named James
Cooney from Fort Bayard, some 80 miles to the south east, was scouting for the 8th U.S. Cavalry
in nearby Mineral Creek Canyon in 1870. North of where the mining camp of Mogollon would
later be established, Cooney discovered rich gold.

The Mimbres investigation began on Wednesday, June 12 at the Old Town site near the
Mimbres River and Deming. BLM archaeologists led the site visit. Many pottery sherds were
apparent as the group walked around the site.



The next stop was the Mimbres Culture Heritage Site near Mimbres, New Mexico. It includes
the Mattocks Archaeological Site, Mimbres Museum and two New Mexico Territorial Adobe
homes built in 1880s. The Mattocks Site is a large collection of pit houses and pueblo villages
dating from 550 to 1140 CE. Bowls recovered from the site are recognized worldwide as some
of the finest examples of Classic Mimbres Artwork. Beginning with a site visit in 1883 by Adolph
Bandelier through the ownership and research of the Mimbres Foundation in the 1970s, the
site has long attracted the interest of archaeologists. In 1929-31, the first scientific excavation
was led by Paul Nesbitt of Beloit College, Wisconsin. From 1975-79 research done by the
Mimbres Foundation at the Mattocks Site firmly established the time line for the Classic
Mimbres culture. Other sites that the tour group visited in the Mimbres valley included Elk
Ridge and Mitchell.

Old Town Site Mattocks Archaeological Site
On Thursday, June 13 the group visited Gila Cliff Dwellings, the largest known Mogollon
(Tularosa phase) cliff dwellings complex. For thousands of years, groups of nomads used the
caves above Cliff Dweller Creek as temporary shelter. In the late 1200s, people of the
agricultural Mogollon (Southern Ancestral Pueblo) culture made it a home. Archaeologists
estimate that 40-60 Mogollons constructed the Gila Cliff Dwellings. They built their dwellings in
five caves and each dwelling had approximately 40 rooms. By approximately 1300 CE, the
Mogollon had moved on, leaving the walls behind. Established by presidential proclamation on
November 16, 1907, Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument preserves the cliff dwellings.
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While in Silver City, on Friday, June 14 the group toured Treasure Hill. Treasure Hill, a site now
owned by the Archaeological Conservancy, was another Mimbres village that was initially dug
for treasures. Hattie and Bert Cosgrove adopted a more scientific approach involving precise
excavations and recording all information for future study by archaeologists and researchers.

Treasure Hill Western New Mexico University Museum

After visiting several of the Mimbres sites it was time to view Mimbres pottery. On Friday, June
14 we had a marvelous tour of Western New Mexico University Museum. It houses one of the
world’s largest permanent collections of Mimbres pottery, baskets, artifacts and cultural
information about the Mimbres people. Mimbres pottery, dating from the ninth to the twelfth
centuries, is known for its distinctive, often-imitated, black-on-white geometries and figures of
animals, people, and other cultural imagery.

On Saturday, June 15 the group viewed more Mimbres pottery and artifacts at the Deming-
Luna Museum in Deming. This museum houses not only Mimbres collections but exhibits
related to everyday life in Deming and the area. The items displayed at the site were extensive.

In addition to archaeological sites and museum visits members of the group hiked to rock art
sites: Trail to the Past, Dragon Fly, Pony Hills and China Draw and observed bed mortars at City
of Rocks.
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